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“What spirit is so empty and blind that it cannot grasp 
the fact that the human foot is more noble than the shoe and 
the human skin more beautiful 
than the garment which it is clothed.“
-- Michaelangelo
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BACKSTAGE ARENA EVENING – A EUROPEAN CITY
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We see DAVID and JOHNNY from the band OGGI signing autographs for a throng of fans.  The FANS push and shove against the SECURITY GUARDS, who struggle to hold them back.  There is no dialogue, as all talking is muffled in the roar of the FANS screaming.

A beautiful girl with long dark hair, FRAN, offers a large black-and-white photograph of the band to DAVID to sign.  DAVID takes the photo and writes in bold black marker: “To Fran – Lots of Love, OGGI“.  He extends  the photo towards her.


As he holds out the photograph, FRAN reaches to her neck and unclips a large, golden BROACH which is attached to a chain she wears.  She offers the BROACH to DAVID, pinning it on his shirt.

JOHNNY has stopped signing autographs as he watches the exchange.  JOHNNY, jealous of the attention that FRAN is giving to DAVID, motions to FRAN that she should give the BROACH to him instead.  FRAN smiles and takes the BROACH from DAVID’s lapel, giving it now to JOHNNY.

From behind the security barricades, GINGER enters to find DAVID and JOHNNY yelling at each other.  As they fight, FRAN worriedly looks on from behind the GUARDS, who have now pushed the crowd further back.  After a minute FRAN turns, disappearing into the crowd.


JOHNNY and DAVID are now shouting loudly, their faces red.  DAVID shoves JOHNNY, and as they shout the BROACH falls to the floor.  The SECURITY GUARDS begin to clear the area, moving the FANS outside.  DAVID storms off down the corridor, and JOHNNY leaves in the opposite direction.  GINGER cups her hands around her mouth and calls after them.

Curious, GINGER bends to pick up the BROACH where it lies on the concrete floor.  

CUT TO: A close-up of the BROACH in GINGER’s hand.  It is an intricately carved golden sword, with small jewels set in its hilt.

GINGER turns and heads towards the backstage dressing rooms.

2 OUTER DRESSING ROOM – BACKSTAGE ARENA






2
GINGER enters the room to find SERGEI and J.P. sitting wordlessly on opposite sides of a chessboard.  J.P. wears a Viking tarnhelmet.  

Shrugging, GINGER sets the BROACH in the center of the CHESSBOARD and leaves the room.

J.P. and SERGEI both move closer to look at what has landed in the middle of their game.

CUT TO: a CLOSE-UP of the BROACH on the chessboard.  SERGEI moves his WHITE PAWN to land beside the BROACH.  The PAWN is an intricately carved GARGOYLE.

CUT TO:
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CLOSE-UP of a GARGOYLE on a TEMPLE in VALUSIA.  The GARGOYLE should mirror the PAWN.

PULL OUT to a view of VALUSIA – an ancient city, filled with marble pillars and temples in the classic Greek style.  White cottages dot the hillsides and the sun shines bright and golden through the trees.  Valusia’s people wear toga-like robes, the dress of a warm climate.  Everything is tinged with a golden light, a feeling of warmth and prosperity.
During the following voice-over, we see images of the people and places of Valusia, young lovers, old men and women, nature and fertile fields.  The scene is one of peace and harmony.
VOICE-OVER

Not many people remember Valusia

Now as it used to be before the great war of Fire and Ice

It was not always this happy, pleasant land

Where children played and laughed in the sunshine, 

lovers walked hand in hand through perfumed glades at sunset.

Now it is rich and fertile.  Flowers bloom 

and there is peace and harmony in the land.
Cut to a shot of an OLD COUPLE, a man and a woman, their faces lined with the experience of life.  The OLD MAN fingers worry beads, and the OLD WOMAN works at a piece of embroidery.  We see that they belong to a different time, contrasted to the beautiful images of the youth in Valusia now.
VOICE-OVER (cont.)
It is only the few very old men and women 
who remember it as a different time.  
Few people now remember the old man on the hill. 
The camera pans up the hill and settles at the top where a small, broken-down cottage sits amongst some olive trees.  The trees are overgrown and the cottage has clearly been neglected for many years.
VOICE-OVER (cont.)
They say there was something about a legend - a battle,

and a magic queen who he loved.  But these

are only memories, just as rocks and stones hold memories.

CLOSE-UP of a ROCK hitting the DOOR of the cottage.  Three young CHILDREN are playing stick and ball in the front yard, laughing and making a lot of noise.  All of a sudden, the door opens, and an OLD MAN comes out.  He is dressed in rags, unshaven and dirty, 
and his face is lined with years of discontent.  Despite his filth, the OLD MAN carries himself with the bearing of a noble man, and there is a quiet dignity about him.
OLD MAN (DIGNAT)

Go away, begone!  Find some other place to play!

Go on - off with you!

The CHILDREN stop playing and run down the hillside into the arms of their PARENTS.  The PARENTS gesture to their children that the OLD MAN is mad and they must take no notice and leave him alone. 
The OLD MAN squints out at the children.  Certain that they have gone for good, he turns and shuffles into the cottage.  
Cut to CLOSE UP of two BOLTS on the door as the OLD MAN locks the door to shut the world out.  The camera pans the dark interior of the cottage.  A feeble shaft of sunlight cuts through a crack in the shutters, the sole light in the room.  Through the cobwebs and dust we can see the traces of the room’s former grandeur – rich furniture and silver candlesticks, silken pillows and tapestries, now tattered and tarnished.  
The OLD MAN walks through the cottage.  He picks up an exquisitely carved LUTE which stands in the corner and opens the rear door of the house.  The outside light is blinding golden bright as he steps out into the garden.  A ruined fountain, dry and cracked, sits in the center of the garden, and the grass is overgrown and brown.  The flower beds are filled with weeds.  The OLD MAN shuffles to one of the olive trees.  Brushing aside the dead leaves, he sits and sets the lute on his lap.  He plucks the beginning chords to “Franshed’s Song.”  The song is a haunting, plaintive melody with a lilting rhythm filled with yearning.
ROLL TITLES AND CREDITS.
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A DESOLATE PLACE.  Very dark, somehow evil. Small fantastic creatures prowl the land.  Surreal.  Everything macabre, sinister, frightening.  Very quiet.  Ghostlike.  Gothic.  Camera focuses on a light--like a candlelight.  The light slowly grows bigger.  Now it is a small flame, starting to glow.  

Suddenly there is a massive explosion, like the earth is being split in two. The light is like a thunderbolt of inconceivable force and power. The creatures scatter, screaming in terror. Through the light which is now like a huge blow-torch of flame we see WAGEN, a broad-shouldered, sturdy oaf of a man, with golden curly hair falling to his shoulders.  WAGEN stands superhuman, like a god.  He holds a huge sword in his hands, it is deadly. It seems to glow with white heat. WAGEN raises it above his head as the thunderbolt reaches a horrific climax--then he plunges the sword into a rock.  The camera pulls out to a wide shot and we see that he is standing atop a mountain.

Near to WAGEN stands SENTREL--a grotesque charicature of a magician, rail-thin and deformed, dressed in a dark robe covered with ancient writing in gold swirls.  He is laughing hysterically and raises his arms in a gesture of ecstatic triumph.

WAGEN

At last absolute power is mine

The world will tremble before my power

Everything I ever need

Shall be at my fingertips

Everyone shall fear Wagen

No power will ever overthrow me

I will become the creator

Of a new universe

(TURNING TO SENTREL)

Sentrel, my beloved servant

From this moment on

We will have everything

We ever needed

Riches and bountiful pleasure

Awaits any man who

Serves me.

SENTREL

(ALMOST MANIACALLY)

Hail to thee my lord

You are the master of the universe

And in this power

That I have created for you

You shall rule the far corners

Of the world.

The sword of strength is in your hand

You are no longer a mortal man

But a true king.

WAGEN gazes down at the VALLEY before him.  It is a flat, arid plain, ringed with tall snow-peaked mountains.  Pillars of wind-blown rock jut out from the earth in strange formations.  It is desolate and cold.

WAGEN

I shall conquer all who stand in my way.

SENTREL

Now no one can stand in your way.

WAGEN

I shall take as my Queen a lady

Who will bear me sons of God!

SENTREL

You have power over sea and storm

Through the majestic power of

A sorcerer’s hand.

WAGEN

Call forth my warriors

And we will ride to conquer!

We hear a FANFARE of HORNS summoning Wagen’s generals.  The GENERALS arrive in clouds of dust, circling and swooping into the camp.  They are a motley crew: a mixed bag of bikers, droogs and scavengers, dressed in leather and skins, adorned with animal horns and teeth, steel and metal.  They ride strange customized vehicles, horses, anything.  The GENERALS are in awe of what has happened—-frightened and stunned, but trying to act as if they are not.  The noise from their vehicles is deafening.  WAGEN gestures for them to stop.  They fall silent.

WAGEN

Let us depart from our homeland

And bring back the treasures

Of the world for great men to enjoy

From east to west,

Northward and South I call out to

All men to follow me.

WARRIORS

Now our king commands us

We will follow in your power

You wear the crown and carry

The sword of total strength

To protect us

Hail Wagen our king

Hail to Wagen our king

WAGEN

(TO TROOPS)

Any free man who dares approach me

Will pay me homage at my

Most bountiful court

WAGEN raises the SWORD from the stone.  There is a thunderbolt of lightening; it starts to rain.  The SOLDIERS look to Wagen in awe and terror.
WAGEN (cont.)

Let fear of me

Bring us immortality.

WARRIORS

Hail to our great and illustrious king.

WAGEN

To war - to fight - to win.

WARRIORS

To war - to fight - to win.

SMASH TO: 
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A terrifying battle sequence.  Many SOLDIERS are fighting. The air is thick with smoke.  There is violence everywhere. Men are falling down screaming in agony.  Limbs are  chopped off, it is a bloody mess.  We see that WAGEN is in total control of the battle.  He wields his sword with devastating effect, pointing it in various directions to protect or destroy.  No one can defend themselves against its power.  It is total chaos.  Those who are not on Wagen’s side flee in terror.  They know it is useless to fight against him.  For Wagen and his army, it has been an easy victory.  They cheer themselves and laugh at the soldiers who run for their lives.  
The camera pans across the smoky horizon of a battle ground.  Fires dot the plain and the smoke billows in clouds, obscuring everything.  Chaos reigns as men charge blindly into battle, unable to see where they are going or who they are attacking.  We hear the thundering of horses’ hooves and screams of agony from wounded men.  

One to the next, we see the following vignettes:

A group of WAGEN’S MEN, charging at a small frail cluster of the opposing army.  The opposing men break apart and flee in terror.
Close up of a SWORD cutting off an anonymous ARM.
A MAN screaming in agony, doubled over as his stomach gushes blood from a huge wound.

WAGEN’S SOLDIER waging battle with another SOLDIER.  WAGEN’S SOLDIER is fighting badly, yet the other SOLDIER’S blows seem never to reach him, and he remains untouched.  WAGEN’S SOLDIER at last connects with the other SOLDIER, slicing into his flesh.
WAGEN – above the fray, wielding his SWORD, pointing first at one of his own men, protecting him from harm.  The sword points again – this time at a burly enemy, who crumples, dead on the spot.  WAGEN’S SWORD is the key to the battle, and none can resist.
Around WAGEN, his men are gathered in a circle, laughing and cheering at the opposing army as they flee.  WAGEN plays to them, wiedling his SWORD like a conductor with an orchestra, and the SOLDIERS whoop and cheer as yet another army flees in terror.
CUT TO:

6
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A NEIGHBOURING STATE.  We see sunrise over a battlefield.  Men are lying dead everywhere.  There are fires lit which are spluttering and burning.  There are broken, smashed battle vehicles.  It is a scene of total devastation.  We see thieves robbing the dying men, ripping rings from fingers, bracelets, gold, weapons, etc.  

Crows and vultures circle overhead.  Women and children search for their mates.  Their despair and grief is heartbreaking.  This scene shows the reality of war in all its horror.  It is as if everything that was good has been destroyed, that evil reigns supreme.

CUT TO:
7
BATTLE FIELD
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DIGNAT, a young, thin man dressed in armor.  He stands with some of his MEN beside the body of his father.  DIGNAT and his men are totally broken down.  Their faces are covered with blood and dirt, their armour and clothes ripped and slashed.  They are holding the remains of a flag.  It is on a pole and it blows in the wind.

COUNSEL

All is lost. We cannot fight a greater

Power than this.

Wagen now rules our green and

Prosperous land.

He has the power to rule in his hands.

GENERAL

Oh gross injustice on mortal
Men.

SECOND GENERAL

(WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES)

To see our king lying dead

Before our sad eyes.

COUNSEL

What hope is there for our land

Our future, our fate is in an

Evil man’s hands.

Oh son of our king, we tried to

Defend our country

In everyway but now Wagen’s

Hand has won the day.

COUNSEL

(TURNING TO DIGNAT)

Our hearts are sad we bow to you

To serve you as best we can as

We did your father.
DIGNAT

Have strength in this our lowest hour

My father was cut down by no mortal

Power

He left us in his prime - cut down

By  a tyrant’s sword

My generals--true soldiers of spirit

I swear to avenge this terrible crime

Against our country and our king.

Though I am young I have the time

To prepare what must become

Our true fate.

Let no man here feel that

We have lost. Wagen shall pay

For this unfair victory over us.

We see that something has caught DIGNAT’S attention.  He looks out across the terrain and sees the arrival of FRANSHED’S caravan.  FRANSHED drives a chariot.  It is an inspiring sight, a symbol of peace and harmony in a cruel and unkind world.  As the caravan stops, FRANSHED’S ATTENDANTS and SERVANTS ride up and help the sick and comfort the dying men.  

Cut to PHYTO, a messenger from Franshed’s caravan, riding towards DIGNAT.  The messenger dismounts and salutes DIGNAT.

MESSENGER

Sire, forgive this intrusion on your  

Homage to a great man who we love

Queen Franshed has

Come to see you in this sad hour

And awaits an audience with you

DIGNAT

Let the fair Queen come to us now

I am not ashamed to be seen in

This mournful state

My father’s death has sealed my fate.

8
FRANSHED’S ENTRANCE
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FRANSHED AND SERVANTS.  FRANSHED is an exceptionally beautiful woman, with dark hair and porcelain skin, her body curvaceous.  She wears the clothes of a queen, rich fabrics and vibrant colors.  She looks strong and powerful, carrying herself with a regal air.  Her servants carry the edges of a huge cloak that she is wearing.  She approaches DIGNAT and bows.  
FRANSHED

Most noble son of a true and just king

I come to pay my respects to your father

A man who was cut down too early

With gross unfairness

Please accept this cloak woven by

My handmaidens to

Honour a true Lord

FRANSHED’S HANDMAIDENS offer the cloak, ceremoniously laying it over the body of Dignat’s father.

DIGNAT

Queen Franshed your cloak that covers

My most wronged father

Shall accompany him to his rest

My court, soldiers--stand still and strong

To carry my father’s injustice

In your breast.

(TO HIS SOLDIERS)

Bear him to a better place than this

I say farewell with this kiss.

DIGNAT bends to kiss his father, a tremendous sadness in his eyes.  He stands upright, regaining his composure.  The soldiers bear the body away.

FRANSHED watches DIGNAT with compassion.  
FRANSHED

My country as you know

Is a neutral state

And cannot be claimed by Wagen’s hand

I ask you to come and live in exile

There -

Although I have no armies to protect

You, our country is a small and

Peaceful state

We can at least offer you some

Comfort and rest.

DIGNAT

Most kind and generous Queen

My country was destroyed by the

Hand of a cruel tyrant lusting

For power.

For you to offer me safety in your

Kingdom would jeapardise your

Kingdom’s future.

Best be it that we remain as

Neutral friends

The future of those who follow me is

Now unsure.

FRANSHED

Do not think I offer you hospitality

Out of pity.  I am aware of the

Implications of my request.

I am also aware that your

Father was struck down by no

Mortal blow.  Wagen has a power

Greater than anything I can bestow

Wagen has no course to conflict

With me. I am the Queen of a little

Country that has never taken sides

With one particular power greater

Than our own.

Your country was strong and great

An equal match for Wagen untill

The wicked sorcerer Sentrel’s magic

Overpowered you.

DIGNAT

Before the sunsets I must decide

A plan of action

C/U DIGNAT’s eyes meet FRANSHED’s, and his gaze travels down the length of her shapely body.

DIGNAT (cont)

I am so tired--worn down with

Care.

He plunges his sword into the earth and kneels, exhausted.

FRANSHED

(GESTURES TO SURROUNDING VISTA)

Most noble Lord--yonder green

Fields of flowers grow.  The

Sun sinking is a time to rest.

FRANSHED

(SHE CATCHES HIS GAZE)

I knew your father through my fathers

Words--the battle is not lost--your

Youth is being put to the test.

FRANSHED rests her hand on DIGNAT’s shoulder.

DIGNAT

(COVERING HER HAND WITH HIS OWN)

I am an old man now.  I have aged

So fast.  Wagen’s power is too great

To contest.

FRANSHED

Rest.  Rest my prince.  I see a 

Man more noble than his years do

Betray.

Let me ease the burden that you

Carry and help you through this

Saddest day.

DIGNAT

(GETTING TO HIS FEET)

Most kind Queen, your words console

This heavy heart.

FRANSHED.

(C/U HER FACE)

The words I speak are from my

Heart.

DIGNAT

How is that?  Speak more to me.

As FRANSHED says these words, DIGNAT looks deep into her eyes.  It seems she represents serenity and goodness.  She inspires him with hope.  
FRANSHED

Women have a power

That is hidden from the eyes of men

I see a man before me

Who I  know I love.

Let me comfort you beloved son

Of a great man

Let me share with you this love

That is mine to give

Your truth has won this heart

DIGNAT

So strange---so gentle that you

Come to me now

At this my darkest hour

My heart though heavy is made

Lighter by your words

Franshed I feel I’m falling

Franshed I feel I’m falling

In love with your heart

They embrace.

FRANSHED

(C/U FRANSHED’S FACE)

Fate has a hold on us

I know that this moment is true

Dignat my lord I am in love with you

DIGNAT

Do we become one

What a cost to our love

FRANSHED

The rewards are greater

Than either of us will know

DIGNAT

(PERPLEXED AND FASCINATED BY THE CONVERSATION)

A union between us...

FRANSHED

Speak more of this

DIGNAT

A union between us must be

Better than this

FRANSHED

(IMPULSIVELY)

Let us marry my lord and work

Together a magic to

Conquer Wagen’s power

DIGNAT

(EXHILARATED, GIDDY)

Our love will conquer this tyrant’s rule

Oh heavens be blessed

That I feel new life

Surging in my breast

Distant sound of HORNS.

FRANSHED

We must away--I hear the sound 

Of Wagen’s approaching armies

DIGNAT

(WANTING TO STAY WITH HER)

Where can we go that puts some

Distance between this necessary 

Hour?

FRANSHED

You must away--good night!

I shall keep this peace so that

We can meet again on safer

Ground

HORNS LOUDER.
DIGNAT

Never I will stay with you

Cupids arrows are stronger

Than this wretched king who

Approaches

FRANSHED

Oh my lord your youth is

Greater than you think

It is not to run and hide in

Fear but to give us time

So that we may be near

Go now and retreat with this

Honour and I will hold this

Tyrant - with your love I

Have no fear

BOTH

(ALTERNATING LINES AS IF HEARING THE SAME SONG)

We will be reunited

So apart now we must be

To sow the seeds

Of our future company

Our hearts love unites us

Our strength is true

I am living everyday

I am living everyday

For you.
They embrace.  DIGNAT joins his men and departs.

CUT TO:

WAGEN’s ARMY comes into scene.  Messenger approaches FRANSHED.

CUT TO:

A MESSENGER riding towards FRANSHED.

CUT TO:

FRANSHED observing MESSENGER.  He is dressed well, very fit, obviously one of WAGEN’S men.  

MESSENGER

Most honourable lady Queen

Our great ruler Wagen

Brings good tidings to you

Our great king requests that

You join him at this victory

Over this secondary land.

FRANSHED

Your kindness is complimentary

To this state

I accept your king’s invitation

And will accompany you with

My maidens who like me

Will rejoice at your king’s

Victory

GENERAL

Hail King Wagen!

WARRIORS

Hail. Hail king Wagen

Greatest of kings!  Supreme

Ruler of all men.

WAGEN’S TROOPS march past the dead and dying remains of Dignat’s army.  WAGEN’S TROOPS are very fit and well-dressed.  It is a formidable show of strength.
CUT TO:
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DIGNAT and FRANSHED, night time -  bedroom.  DIGNAT and FRANSHED are making love in bed together.  Candles are lit, frost is on the windows with snow.  It is a very emotionally charged, erotic scene.

In the morning, they lie in bed together.

CUT TO:
10
WAGEN’S COURT
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A shot of two dancers in C/U performing a flirtatious dance.  Camera pulls out to show entrance of WAGEN and courtiers.  We see the dancers perform--as the camera angle broadens, we see from their costumes that they are Franshed’s MAIDENS.    They are in the throne room of WAGEN’S COURT--A fantastic sight, decadently rich.  WAGEN stands with his courtiers. They are all dressed in sumptious clothes. Surrounding them are the spoils of war.  SLAVES chained to their MASTERS, GENERALS. COURTIERS, CONCUBINES, PUPPETEERS, LEOPARDS.

SERVANTS carry exquisitely prepared food on trays. Everything is excessive, gross.  SENTREL looks on the scene with an aloof air.

FRANSHED enters with maidens.  She and WAGEN sit on two thrones, watching while the MAIDENS perform an erotic dance.  At the end of the dance, the maidens present gifts to WAGEN.  They are more “inventive” than rich--magic tricks, doves flying, monkey tricks.  As each gift is presented, the court applauds and cheers.  
WAGEN

Most fair Queen Franshed

Your presence in my court brings

Greater strength to our kingdom

Please accept this gift of friendship

From me to your kingdom

SOLDIERS present gifts to FRANSHED--riches, spices, animals, tigers, slaves, etc.  Very expensive but in questionable taste.

FRANSHED

My most kind lord, you overwhelm

Me with your generosity

That you bestow on my humble

Kingdom. I hope to continue our

FRANSHED

(cont.)

Neutral trust in your fidelity

And pray that your future is

Bright and secure.

WAGEN

Have no need to fear, good

Queen Franshed. Your kingdom

Will always be safe under

My secure rule. No man

Is stronger than I.

Each day my empire spreads

Further to secure bountious

Treasure and protection to all

Who follow my just rule.
FRANSHED

Your confidence inspires me

And your strength is wondrous

To behold.

WAGEN draws the sword from its scabbard.  C/U of SWORD.

WAGEN

This is our strength

This mighty sword, fashioned

By Sentrel to protect our kingdom

Its power beyond mortal men and

Yet only I can wield this

Power - without my hand it is a 

Fighting blade - no more.

FRANSHED

(FLIRTATIOUSLY)

Your sword must offer you great 

Protection and give you supreme

Confidence over mortal men.

WAGEN

To show you the power of this

Great weapon I have arranged

An entertainment for

You to behold.

WAGEN snaps his fingers.  

CUT TO:

Two armed GUARDS bring a slave in who is wearing a helmet.  They stand him before the throne.  He struggles against his captors.

The GUARDS give the slave a sword.  WAGEN fights, but the slave is no match for WAGEN’s powerful sword.  It seems that all Wagen has to do is point the blade at the prisoner and all the prisoner’s strength and expertise is sucked out of him. The SOLDIERS remove his helmet.  His eyes are full of hatred for Wagen.   He is DIGNAT.  

WAGEN

See my lady the face of

A fool.

WAGEN is about to kill the slave when FRANSHED calls out.

FRANSHED

King Wagen may  I humbly beg

That the life of this warrior

Be spared!  Such a 

Man is too good to waste by

So quick a death.  May

I have this warrior as my slave

To do with as I wish?

WAGEN

Your generous heart touches mine.

You are right my lady this warriors

Life is not worthy of my blade.

SENTREL

My lord, may I suggest a compromise

That I feel your magnificence will consider fair

and my lady Franshed also.

WAGEN

Good and wise Sentrel, your judgement is always

Sound and true.  Speak.

SENTREL

Let this peasant be sent to the Valley of Fire and Ice

And let Nature decide his fate.

REACTION from COURT - gasps.

WAGEN

It is a fair judgement, Sentrel.

WAGEN claps his hands.
SENTREL

And one final test.

WAGEN

Speak, Sentrel – my wise Sentrel.

SENTREL

(LOOKING SUSPICIOUSLY AT FRANSHED)

When the peasant reaches the Valley

Of Fire and Ice, he should be stripped –

Naked.

Reaction from FRANSHED and the COURT.

WAGEN

Naked?

WAGEN smiles and licks his lips.

WAGEN (cont.)

Yes, Sentrel – perfect.

Quite perfect.

Naked he shall be.

WAGEN barely controls his glee.
WAGEN (cont.)

Take the fool away.

GUARDS exit with DIGNAT.

WAGEN
(TO FRANSHED)
Let us retire

To my scented garden and leave

My court to make merry.

ALL

Hail king Wagen.  Ruler of all

Men. King of kings.

WAGEN and FRANSHED exit.  

CUT TO:

SENTREL

(TO HIMSELF)

I feel that something is not 

Right tonight.  That injustice

Is in the air and I must guard

My lord against a woman’s

Touch.

Peace, friendship is fine

But a woman’s love you cannot

Trust.

CUT TO: 
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Wagen’s PERFUMED GARDEN.  WAGEN and FRANSHED are lying down on couches nestled beneath fragrant trees.  It is a beautiful garden setting, very luxurious.  They are attended to by SERVANTS.  There are MUSICIANS playing soothing, relaxing music in the background.  

WAGEN

Most wondrous lady I am pleased to be

Alone with you without the hurley-burley

Of my court to contend with.

FRANSHED

I am too.  It must have been a long

Hard battle for you my lord even with

The great sword to help you.

WAGEN

It is over now and I can leave my

Generals and soldiers to spread my

Kingdom while I think of more

Relaxing things.

WAGEN snaps his fingers, and SERVANT GIRLS pour wine.

FRANSHED

(SEDUCTIVELY)

Let me pour this draught for you.

Dismiss these servants and let

Us spend a little time together.

He waves his wrist, and they scatter.

FRANSHED

The nights are warmer here than

In my land.  It is a pleasant change

To forget the responsibility of being

A Queen for one night

(REMOVING HER OUTER ROBE) 

And feel carefree.

FRANSHED dances a slow, erotic dance for WAGEN.  As she dances she becomes less and less like a queen and more and more like a concubine.  WAGEN is totally transfixed by this sight.  FRANSHED encourages WAGEN to drink more and more.

WAGEN becomes greatly aroused.  FRANSHED is writhing on the ground displaying her body for Wagen to see.  She mimics various love making positions.  WAGEN cannot control himself any longer and gets up from his couch and walks over to FRANSHED.  FRANSHED is gesturing to WAGEN to make violent love to her.  WAGEN holds FRANSHED in his arms.  The scene is pure lust.  WAGEN makes love to her.

WAGEN

(KISSING HER)

Franshed, Franshed Queen of the night

FRANSHED

Most powerful and noble lord

WAGEN

You are a greater jewel than anything

Here that I have.  A swelling here

In my breast, brings delirious joy

Of rapture. I worship you!

FRANSHED

A bliss so sweet I have never known

My lord I am yours!

As they continue to make love, a screen behind them falls down to reveal SENTREL spying on them.

SENTREL

Forgive me my lord.

FRANSHED jumps up, covering her nakedness.

WAGEN

(FURIOUS)

How dare you spy on me you foolish 

Magician.

SENTREL

I beseech your lord to listen to

Me.  This Queen who you love will

Trick you with her charms and bring

The destruction of our court.

WAGEN

You wretched beast and shameless

Soothsayer

WAGEN slaps SENTREL’s face, then draws the sword from its sheath.

WAGEN

I could kill you with this all

Powerful sword were I not aware

That you put me here.  Leave

Us Sentrel before I lose the

Control of my better judgement.

SENTREL exits.

WAGEN

(TURNING TO FRANSHED)

A thousand pardons I beg of you

Queen Franshed that such a

Despicable beast should prey on

Our love making.

FRANSHED

My lord I am disgraced.  Your

Reputation.

WAGEN

(SHOUTING)

Damn my reputation.  You are

Above this. 
WAGEN

(A PAUSE.  CONTINUING QUIETY, SERIOUSLY)

 Marry me Franshed.

And everything I have--is yours.

FRANSHED

My lord.

WAGEN

(SERIOUSLY)

My Queen.

They embrace.

CUT TO:

12
DIGNAT - VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE  
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DIGNAT is being taken to the Valley of Fire and Ice in a cart with other PRISONERS.

OLD PRISONER (IN CART)

So where are they taking you to, my friend?

DIGNAT does not reply.

OLD PRISONER (cont.)

Well, at least we are alive.

Things could be worse than this.

A SOLDIER flogs the OLD PRISONER.  

SOLDIER

Be quiet, old man!

DIGNAT

They’re taking me to Fire and Ice.

OLD PRISONER

My god, I wish you were dead!

The CART stops at the edge of a valley.  The SOLDIERS yell at DIGNAT to get out.

SOLDIER

You! 

(POINTING TO DIGNAT)

Get out of the cart!

DIGNAT starts to climb out.  

OLD PRISONER

Look to the East.  Follow the stars.

God bless you!

DIGNAT gets out of the cart.

DOGS on leashes are BARKING furiously.  They are hunting dogs, trained to kill slaves.  

SOLDIER

(TO DIGNAT)

Now listen, slave, you are now going to run

For you life into the Valley.

You have one hour.  Then we send

The dogs in.  If they find you, 

they will tear you to pieces.

(TO OTHER SOLDIER)

Strip him!

The SOLDIER removes DIGNAT’S shirt but not his shackles.  

FIRST SOLDIER

Run!  Run or die!

DIGNAT glares at the SOLDIER and the DOGS, then runs into the Valley.

CUT TO:


13
THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE – DAY
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The Valley of Fire and Ice is hard and unforgiving.  DIGNAT stumbles many times, but he runs fast and furiously, hearing the DOGS barking from a distance. 

DIGNAT continues to run, sweat pouring off him.  He is bruised and his flesh is ripped by thickets, but he continues to run.  He looks for some protected place to stay the night, but all the land is unforgiving.  He finds a large ROCK and digs a hole beside it, climbing in.

CUT TO:

14
THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE – EVENING
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The Valley has now gone from intense heat to freezing cold.  A wind is howling, and there is a blue, cold light from the moon.  DIGNAT is buried in the ground, only his head visible.  SNOW and ICE begin to settle on his face.  It is living hell.

15
THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE – MORNING
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DIGNAT opens his eyes.  It is daylight.  He forces the soil off his body and stands up.  He knows he must run or die.  He begins to run.  The SUN becomes hotter as the day progresses.  He comes to the top of a hill.  Before him he sees a MIRAGE - he thinks he sees an oasis of trees.  Staggering up the hill, he looks over the top to see nothing but cactus plants and desert.

DIGNAT

Ahhhh!  Ahhhh!  
He looks around, and everywhere seems the same.  He carries on.

16
THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE - NIGHT TWO
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DIGNAT continues to stumble through the Valley, now delirious.  He finds another ROCK and starts to dig, but his hands are frozen and numb.  He curls up in a ball.  

All night it snows, with ice and wind.  DIGNAT’s body is covered in ice and snow.  
17
THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE – MORNING TWO
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We see DIGNAT’S body, motionless.  He is clearly dying.  He opens his eyes and tries to stand up.  VULTURES look down from the trees nearby, waiting for him to die.  

DIGNAT cannot stand up.  He lays on the ground.  A VULTURE comes closer to him.  Suddenly, it is disturbed, and takes flight.

We see a HUMAN LEG with a thonged sandal - it is the leg of a WOMAN.
CUT TO:

18
WEDDING CELEBRATION
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A huge WEDDING CELEBRATION.  Fabulous costumes, exotic dress.  Close up of FRANSHED’s face, covered by a veil.  WAGEN puts an intricately carved ring on FRANSHED’s finger.

CHORUS

Hail to our true and noble rulers!

Gloria Gloria Strength and

Wisdom to our country’s fair

King and Queen.

FRANSHED and WAGEN lead procession out of the hall.  SENTREL looks on.

CUT TO:
19 
SENTREL’S LAIR
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SENTREL stands in his chambers with WAGEN’S SWORD.  The room is filled with ancient books and vials of potion, shelves filled with strange jars and concoctions.  The room is lit by an eerie light which seems to emanate from the SWORD.  SENTREL holds the sword before him, caressing it like a lover. 
SENTREL

(Serpent heart song)
SENTREL plays board game with figures of WAGEN and FRANSHED and DIGNAT.

20
HEALING SEQUENCE - CAVE INTERIOR
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“Song of Healing” - We see DIGNAT is on a bier in a large cave with a fire beneath the bier.  There are several GIRLS fanning the flames, and MEN sit around chanting and striking DRUMS.  They sing a choral-type of eerie harmony.  Four GIRLS massage DIGNAT and spit upon his body.  
21
TENT INTERIOR - THE VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE – NIGHT
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DIGNAT is lying in a bed in a tent.  He opens his eyes and can hear MUSIC.  He starts to wake up and strains to raise himself out of the bed.  The room is hazy to him and out of focus.  

DIGNAT walks towards the entrance to the tent.  A MIRROR hangs on the wall, and he sees his reflection.  He is horrified to see that he has aged so much.  His FACE shows the cruelty of the Valley.

He opens the curtain flap of the tent and sees a large celebration going on outside.  
22
EXTERIOR OF TENT – VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE - NIGHT
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PEOPLE sit at LARGE TABLES covered in food.  BELLY-DANCERS and MUSICIANS dance and make music, surrounded by smiling faces of the celebrants.  DIGNAT blinks - he does not know if he is dreaming.  

PEOPLE pass by him, but they take no notice of him.  We see a large, muscular MAN WITH BEARD sitting in the middle of a table, eating.  He sees DIGNAT, but continues to feast.
GIRLFIGHT: EKANTA and DRIA, two girls, are led out into the central area where MAN WITH BEARD sits.  DIGNAT views the scene as in a dream.  The SENIOR COUNCIL MEMBER steps forward.  Taking EKANTA’s hand and DREA’s hand, he gives them permission to begin.

It is an extremely vicious fight between the TWO GIRLS.  They claw and wrestle with each other, tearing each other’s clothes and pulling each other’s hair.  

DIGNAT sits at a table.  A bowl of SOUP is put in front of him.  The SERVING GIRL smiles at him.  We see the large MAN WITH BEARD watching DIGNAT, but he still continues eating. 

DIGNAT looks at the bowl of soup and tries to pick up a spoon.  He is too weak to lift the spoon.  His head falls into the bowl of soup.  

The MAN WITH BEARD stops eating while he looks at DIGNAT.

CUT TO:  

23
WAGEN’S CHAMBERS – NIGHT
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FRANSHED lies on a couch while WAGEN stands beside a table of food.  

WAGEN

Would you like some more wine, my dear?

A slice of melon?

FRANSHED

No thank you, my lord.

WAGEN

I feel this must be a very happy day for you

Knowing that you have married

The most powerful man in this world.

FRANSHED

It is a great honor.

WAGEN crosses to the window, gazing out.

WAGEN

You see all this before you -

All these people have accepted their destiny

And they are happy that I am their true 

And loyal leader.  Those barbarians

Who I sent to the Valley of Fire and Ice

Could not accept their humble positions in life

And wanted to rise up and change things.

But that cannot happen.  They must learn

To trust me as my court does now.  

WAGEN moves to the table which holds his SWORD.  He picks up the SWORD and points it at FRANSHED.  

WAGEN

This is my destiny, Franshed.  

With this sword I can destroy anyone

Or anything that is in my way.

WAGEN sets the sword back down on the table.

FRANSHED

My lord, it has been a wonderful -

Yet exhausting - day. 

Let us lie down together

In peace and harmony

And wake feeling refreshed and ready

To begin our new life together.

WAGEN

Well said, well said, Franshed.

To bed.

CUT TO:

24
TRAINING CAMP – VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE
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We see a close up of HERACKLES face as if he were peering down inquisitively into the camera (DIGNAT’S POV).  HERACKLES is a stocky, muscular bearded man.
HERACKLES (aka MAN WITH BEARD)

So where are you from

And what are you doing here?

Pull out to WIDE SHOT to see DIGNAT standing at the bottom of a pit inside a cave.  Above him sits the entire TRIBE of the People of Fire and Ice, who peer down at him curiously.  

DIGNAT

I am Dignat, the son of Thusal of Heteros

He was killed in battle by Wagen,

Who now rules Valusia

Wagen captured me, and I was cast out

To die in the Valley of Fire and Ice

REACTION from court - chattering among themselves.

DIGNAT

Who, may I ask, are you?

HERACKLES

I am Herackles.

We are the men, women, and children

Who have been driven out of our homeland

By Wagen.  Valusia was, and still is

Our rightful home.  We have learned

How to survive here 

Because we have learnt the secrets of Fire—-
HERAKLES blows on his hands, then holds on HAND over a CANDLE FLAME.
HERACKLES (cont.)
--and Ice.

We are the people who have survived.
The TRIBE cheers loudly at Herackles statement.

HERACKLES (cont.)

And tell me, young Dignat

What do you do?

DIGNAT

I am a musician, a singer of songs

And a poet.

HERACKLES

A musician?  A singer of songs?

And a poet.

REACTION from TRIBE - everyone laughs.

HERACKLES

To think we have spent months

Bringing you back to life

So that you can sing to us.

REACTION from TRIBE - more laughter.

HERACKLES (cont.)

A mathmetician, an engineer, a war strategist - yes.

But a poet?  Bah!

I have had enough of this.

HERACKLES gets up to leave.

SENIOR COUNSEL

Herackles, as Senior Counsel here you know that

A tribunal is not over until the Court is dismissed.

(TO DIGNAT)

Herackles is quick with arm and leg

But slow in his heart and head.

Sing a song for us, Dignat.

OTHERS

Yes!  Sing a song for us!

Go on, Dignat, sing us a song!

DIGNAT sings song “I’ll Take You Home.”  
DIGNAT

(singing)

When the wind blows deep in the Southern sky

When the snow melts in the North

When the sound of your laughter fills my ears

I’ll be there, I’ll be there

When the lark’s voice wakes in the sunlight

When the kiss on your lips is true

When the moment your touch is warmth enough

When the sun sets over the hill

I’ll be there, I’ll be there

DIGNAT

(singing)

When freedom is not a dirty word

When you carry a sword of strength

When love is the very best experience

When nothing is coincidence

I’ll be there, I’ll be there

When a young god dreams of a girl

When an aged hand holds a child

When the rain falls majestic through the woods

When I hear the beating of your hear

I’ll be there, I promise I’ll be there

When the rain falls on the whispering night

When we no longer think what is wrong or right

When the chains of oppression ease your soul

When we are united young and old

I’ll be there, I’ll be there

When you stop the fight in order to win

When you’re not too proud to beg

When you remember what you said

When love has gone buried and dead

I’ll be there, I’ll be there

Everyone is amazed and stunned.  They start to CHEER and CLAP.

The SENIOR COUNSEL talk quietly together and produce a BOOK.  

HERACKLES

Dignat, who taught you that song?

DIGNAT

My father, sir.

SENIOR COUNSEL

Dignat, it is obvious you have a talent

For the arts of music and singing.  

Herackles has a talent for fighting 

And killing people.

Yet what does all this fighting achieve?

Mothers lose their sons, Wives

Their husbands, children their fathers.

For thousands of years, men have been

Fighting each other and it has

Achieved nothing but pain and misery.  

There are no losers and winners in war

Only the victors and vanquished. 

SENIOR COUNSEL

(PAUSING)

It is written in our Great Book

That one day a boy poet 

Will come among us who is 

Skilled in words and music

And to bring us peace, we must

Listen to him and let him lead us

To freedom.

DIGNAT

Sir, I am a man of peace and not war.

I have never, nor could I ever,

Lead you or anyone else to victory

Over Wagen.  Wagen has the

Sword of Power in his hands.

Sentrel, his magician, is cunning

And ruthless.  They conquered through brute force.  

They have no heart or feeling,

And will see no reason.  The only motive

I have to return to Valusia

Is to see Queen Franshed and love her.

SENIOR COUNSEL

So you have met Queen Franshed?

DIGNAT

Yes.

SENIOR COUNSEL

Dignat, did Queen Franshed come to you

Or you to her?

DIGNAT

She came to me. 

My father lay dead on the battlefield

At Valusia.  I had not taken part

In the battle, but watched it from a distance

As my father bade me do.  

Queen Franshed offered me her help,

Her kindness.  Her spirit warmed my heart.

We spent one night of love together

And then she was taken away from me

By Wagen’s men.  I fought Wagen in a duel

With his great Sword, but was powerless

To destroy.  Franshed bargained for my life

And they sent me here.  Sir,

I am very cold.  I have suffered the tortures

Of the damned.  I beg of you to set me free
DIGNAT (cont.)
So I can go back to Valusia and be with

The woman who I love.

I am not your champion.

HERACKLES

Dignat, without our help you will die 

In the Valley of Fire and Ice.

DIGNAT

I am not your champion.

HERACKLES

Dignat, let me show you

How to fight so you will fear

No man.

DIGNAT

I fear no man, and

I am not your champion.

HERACKLES shakes his head.  DIGNAT staggers to his knees.  A YOUNG GIRL from the audience walks over to DIGNAT and gives him her cloak.  

SENIOR COUNSEL

I, Drion, as Senior Member

Of this tribunal, do now stand

And salute this man in our midst.

He has been sent to us 

To take us home!

Everyone rises to their feet, including HERACKLES.  

CUT TO:
25
MAY POLE DANCE SEQUENCE – FIGHT CAMP




   
   25
We see a shot of the people from the Valley of Fire and Ice dancing around a makeshift MAY POLE.  They are celebrating.  There is a feeling of joy and happiness within the people, as other people look on, dancing and drinking wine.
We cut to a shot of BENVOLIO, the same character we saw in “Rockin’ Romeo & Juliet”, dressed in the same costume (complete with bowler hat), who plays an upright double-bass.
CUT TO:
26
FIGHT CAMP – DAY









   26
Training to fight sequence:  ICE and FIRE.  Close-up of DIGNAT CHARGING and ROARING.  We pull out to see that DIGNAT is charging at HERACKLES.  When he reaches HERACKLES, he does not hit him.  

HERACKLES bursts out laughing, then ROARS back at DIGNAT.

In the TRAINING AREA, several MEN are TRAINING.

HERACKLES

Now do it again

And beat the shit out of me

Or I’ll do it to you!

DIGNAT charges again, but every blow to HERACKLES is a failure.  HERACKLES wards each blow off effortlessly.  

HERACKLES

You fight like a woman.

Two servingwomen have been watching this sequence as they go about their chores.  One is PATRIA, a beautiful young black Nubian servingwoman with deep brown eyes.  She smiles at DIGNAT, a lingering gaze, then turns and walks away.  

27
FIRE EXERCISE - FIGHT CAMP
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A line of MEN are told to run over hot burning COALS.  As each man does, he cries out in pain.  

HERACKLES

Come on, run faster!  Jump over the flames!

28
ICE EXERCISE - FIGHT CAMP
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Several MEN are standing with a lump of ICE in their hands.  

HERACKLES

Fight the cold!  Hold the ice

And don’t go numb!

Now shake each others’ hands.

29
HILLSIDE – EVENING
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DIGNAT walks alone in the evening.  

DIGNAT (VOICE-OVER)

I wonder if I will ever see you again.

MUSIC.

30
DIGNAT’S TENT – NIGHT
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HERACKLES stands with a skein of WINE, outside DIGNAT’S tent.  DIGNAT is inside the tent, lying awake on his bed.

HERACKLES

Dignat?

DIGNAT

Yes?

HERACKLES

May I come in?

DIGNAT

Yes.

HERACKLES

I brought some wine.

Share it with me.

DIGNAT

No thanks.

HERACKLES

Okay.  I’ll drink on my own.
HERACKLES take a drink from the wine skein.

HERACKLES

(cont.)
Where do you go in the evenings?

DIGNAT

What do you mean?

HERACKLES

At night, I see you on the hillside.

You walk for hours.

Why?  What do you

Do it for?

DIGNAT

I think.

HERACKLES

Oh.  About what?

DIGNAT

A girl.

HERACKLES

Franshed?

DIGNAT

Yes.

HERACKLES

Was Franshed your lady, then?

DIGNAT

Yes.

HERACKLES takes a long drink.

HERACKLES

I am sorry she’s not here.

I’m sure you’d rather be in her company

Than mine.

A pause.  HERACKLES burps.

HERACKLES

Well, you are coming along as a fighter.

You really gave Krakos a fight

When you caught him with that backhand.

HERACKLES laughs, slamming his hand on the table.  

HERACKLES

He wasn’t expecting that.

Anyway, I’m going to bed.

Got to get up early and get on with it all.

DIGNAT

Good night.

HERACKLES gets up and goes to the tent entrance.  

HERACKLES 

(TURNING BACK TO DIGNAT)

Dignat?

DIGNAT

Yes?

HERACKLES

I know of a woman here.

She’s .... fine.

I want her but don’t know how to take her.

It seems everything I do is wrong.

I was wondering -

(PAUSE)

Would you -

(PAUSE)

I mean - would you - 

DIGNAT

Sit down.

HERACKLES sits down.

DIGNAT

What is her name?

HERACKLES

Her name is Patria.

HERACKLES grunts.

DIGNAT

Patria.

CUT TO:

31
FIRE AND ICE VILLAGE – MORNING
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DIGNAT walks through the village in the morning light, carrying a small bag over his shoulder and his guitar on his back.  We hear a SONG playing.  The camera follows DIGNAT and takes in the sights around him as he walks.  
The village is dotted with the tents where the people of the village live.  DIGNAT walks past the sights of the valley which have now become familiar to him – the farmers sowing in the fields, the old woman hanging washing, children playing in the center of the town.  The people clearly work hard, and while they are not wealthy, they seem happy.  As DIGNAT walks, the people of the valley recognize him, smiling and waving hello.  
DIGNAT comes to a well in the center of the village.  The servingwoman PATRIA stands at the well, drawing water.

DIGNAT

Hello.  Is your name Patria?

PATRIA

Yes.

DIGNAT

I am -

PATRIA

(INTERRUPTING)

Yes, I know who you are.

Everyone in the Valley knows who you are.

Dignat, we are told that you have

Come here to help us get back home.

DIGNAT

I have promised nothing to any of you.

PATRIA

Herackles has spoken highly of you.

He said that because you did not know

How to fight, it was like teaching

A baby how to walk - one step at a time.

DIGNAT

You know Herackles.

PATRIA

Yes.

DIGNAT

Herackles is the reason why I am here.

PATRIA

If Herackles wants to see me, 

Why doesn’t he come here himself

Instead of sending some messenger boy

For him?

DIGNAT

Patria, Herackles is crazy about you.

He does not come here because

He is a man of war, 

And not of peace.

He only knows how to fight,

How to attack.

(RUBBING HIS CHIN)

And believe me, he knows all about it.

For weeks, every bone in my body

Feels like it’s been pummeled

And beaten so many times that

I am a walking skeleton.

Herackles bones ache, too -

But in a different way.

He aches because he does not know

How to talk to you.

You frighten him away

Because you are everything 

That he is not.

He wanted me to write a song for you

From him expressing his deepest feelings

And this is it.

DIGNAT sings a SONG.  After the song, DIGNAT gives PATRIA a LETTER.

DIGNAT

This is from Herackles.

He can neither read nor write, but

Tells me that he has seen you do it.

So I wrote it, but they are his words.

DIGNAT gives the letter to PATRIA and leaves.

PATRIA picks up the letter, opens it, and tries to read it.  She rushes inside for some assistance. 

VERSION 2 FIRE AND ICE VILLAGE - DAY

VERSION 2 - DIGNAT sings a SONG.  

PATRIA 

Dignat, you have a talent for singing.

Don’t waste your talent learning

How to fight.  Leave that for guys

Like Herackles.  Oh, Dignat!
PATRIA 

(KISSING HIS CHEEK)

You are a loverboy!

Where would we all be without 

People like you in the world?

What the world needs is love.

DIGNAT

So are you gonna shag him, then?

PATRIA blushes.  DIGNAT leaves.

CUT TO: 

32
WAGEN’S COURT WITH FRANSHED
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SWEET ENCHANTMENT SONG INSERT.  FRANSHED reads a letter from DIGNAT delivered to her by one of her handmaidens.

33
FIGHT CAMP – DAY









   33
DIGNAT is cleaning a SWORD.  Two FIGHTERS stand nearby to him. 

FIGHTER #1(THEO)
I have heard it said that Franshed 

Is now married to Wagen.

FIGHTER #2 (JUNO)
Yes, and that she has accepted

Her fate with him and has

Become a good wife.

Cut to DIGNAT sharpening SWORD.

THEO
I am told Queen Franshed is very good

In matters of the bedroom.

JUNO 
Then Wagen must be having 

A whale of a time in his restful hours.

Cut to DIGNAT, still sharpening his SWORD.

THEO
Where’s Herackles? 

He’s always so punctual.

JUNO 
He’s been in his tent all morning.

We hear the sound of LAUGHTER and GIGGLING from HERACKLES’ TENT.

Cut to DIGNAT, still sharpening his SWORD.

THEO
It seems Herackles has finally

Conquered Patria.  I never 

Would have thought such a brute

Would ever get a girl.

JUNO
Yes, but how long will it last?

HERACKLES opens his TENT flap and ROARS:

HERACKLES

Oooooh, baby....

The MEN standing around look on in disbelief.  HERACKLES, realizing he’s let his happy feelings show, shouts at them.

HERACKLES

Well, what are you all waiting for?

Fight!

Drusus and Capthera!  Akus and Tryus!

Dignat and Theo!  Juno and -

DIGNAT cuts in:

DIGNAT

Dignat fights Theo and Juno!

HERACKLES

Are you sure?

DIGNAT

Dignat fights Theo and Juno!

HERACKLES gives the order while picking up a sword to help DIGNAT if needed.  DIGNAT, THEO, and JUNO fight.

DIGNAT is a much better fighter now, and defends himself well.  

HERACKLES

One point Dignat!

Two points Dignat!

Gentlemen, both of you are now dead!

THEO and JUNO look on in amazement.  DIGNAT takes his sword and thrusts it into its scabbard.  He storms off.

HERACKLES 

(TO THEO AND JUNO)

Artistic types - very strange.

Sensitive.

HERACKLES smiles.  PATRIA steps outside the TENT and smiles at HERACKES.

CUT TO:

34
VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE PATHWAY – NIGHT





   34
DIGNAT and HERACKLES are singing a SONG as they drunkenly walk down a pathway together.  Insert SONG “JOHN THOMAS“.

HERACKLES

Dignat, do you know what the whole

Problem is with the great big world?

DIGNAT

No, I don’t.  Tell me, Herackles.

HERACKLES

I was hoping you could tell me.

THEY both LAUGH.

A SENIOR MEMBER of the TRIBUNAL approaches.

SENIOR MEMBER

Good evening, gentlemen.

I’m not sure if your behavior

Would be suitable for two men

Who intend to lead us into battle

Against Wagen.

HERACKLES

(DRUNKENLY)

I tell me, Sir - 

What would be the appropriate behavior?

To fart?

And HERACKLES FARTS loudly.  DIGNAT smiles.

HERACKLES (cont.)

Or perhaps I should go and lie down

In the desert for 48 hours and

Contemplate the meaning of existence.

SENIOR MEMBER

Herackles, it is quite clear

That you and Dignat are plainly drunk.

DIGNAT

Ye, Sir, we are.

And I’d like to tell you something

About being drunk, Sir.

I have written some of the best songs

In my life while under the influence of

Various refreshments.

HERACKLES

I believe that, Dignat.

HERACKLES begins to CLAP.

DIGNAT

And I’ve had the freedom of tongue

To tell a lady how much she means to me

Or tell a boring old geezer like yourself

To piss off.

HERACKLES

Dignat, you ride a dark horse.

(TO SENIOR MEMBER)

Don’t take it personally, Sir,

He’s just making a general octication.

SENIOR MEMBER

I don’t, gentlemen.  I also realize

That you two are risking life and limb

To bring us home.

Youth is wasted on the young.

The SENIOR MEMBER continues walking down the road.  DIGNAT and HERAKLES look at each other and shrug their shoulders.  They continue to walk and sing the song “JOHN THOMAS“.
CUT TO:

35 WAGEN’S CHAMBER









   35

WAGEN sleeps soundly.  FRANSHED, who is lying next to him, is wide awake.  Slowly, she releases Wagen’s arm that covers hers.  WAGEN does not stir.  FRANSHED creeps out of bed, then pauses to look down at him.

FRANSHED

Sleep--sleep--You cruel prince that

Destroyed a country’s heart

Your days of injustice are coming

To an end

And better times for all God fearing

Men.

She takes the sword from where he has carefully laid it beside the bed.

FRANSHED

This wretched tool that destroys

So much

Will be away from your wicked

Touch.

She puts on a dark cloak.

FRANSHED (cont.)

Carefully concealed about my bosom

This sword shall be delivered to

One greater than you.

She hides the sword in her cloak.

CUT TO:

36
VALLEY OF FIRE AND ICE
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PATRIA arrives with a letter from FRANSHED for DIGNAT, who is at the wellside bathing a WOUND.  PATRIA give him the letter.

CUT TO:

37
COMMITTMENT TO YOU - SONG video






   37
FRANSHED steals the SWORD from WAGEN’S bedside and replaces it with a copy.  

We see the making of a FAKE SWORD.  DIGNAT gives the FAKE to a messenger.

CUT TO:

CLOSE-UP on the SNOUT  of a HORSE, snorting.  Close up of WAGEN’S SWORD in scabbard.  DIGNAT’S scabbard.  


DIGNAT and HERACKLES and their MEN surround WAGEN’S CASTLE.

PEASANTS in the field sowing seeds, etc., see DIGNAT’S MEN on the horizon and run into WAGEN’S CASTLE.

CUT TO:

38
WAGEN’S CASTLE, INTERIOR
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WAGEN’S CHAMBERS.  SENTREL and WAGEN.  WAGEN is being fed grapes by concubines.  He is very happy and jokes with his slaves.  

SENTREL

(LOOKING ON DISAPPROVINGLY)

My lord I am sad that you

Do not see beyond this woman’s

Charms.  She carries dark foreboding

In her arms.

WAGEN

(JOKING)

Sentrel you may be wise but

This time from out of your mouth

(SPITTING A GRAPE IN SENTREL’S DIRECTION)

Comes lies.

The CONCUBINES laugh.

SENTREL

You are blinded by Cupid’s arrows

And cannot see I have said my

Say and leave you to other company.

SENTREL bows.

WAGEN

(DISMISSING SERVANTS)

Go Sentrel.  Trust in this king.  Bless

The sword and kiss this ring.

Kneeling, SENTREL kisses the ring on WAGEN’s finger. Then SENTREL goes to  the sword to bless it.  When he picks it up he senses that something is wrong.  His intuition tells him to examine the sword more carefully, which he does.  As he holds it up, he becomes more and more alarmed.  When he discovers that it is not the right sword, he throws it to the ground.

SENTREL

Oh wretched blade you do lie!

My lord this sword is not the

Sword I made for you.

WAGEN

How is that you say

SENTREL

It is a copy of an original blade.

WAGEN

Are you sure?  A curse on you

If you lie!

SENTREL gestures for WAGEN to kill him.  He screams:

SENTREL

My lord--kill me if I lie!

Exit CONCUBINES, frightened.

WAGEN

(PICKING UP THE SWORD)

It looks the same.  How can you tell?

SENTREL

Then use its power to send me

To heaven or to hell.

WAGEN goes to strike SENTREL, then stops, flinging the sword down.  His power is fading.  He falls to his knees, then rises and stumbles around as he speaks.  He is coughing, wheezing.  

WAGEN

Oh curses on my head that

You are alive when I wish you

Were dead.  Sentrel I have been

Deceived.  My wretched wife is

A spy.  A traitor as you so rightly said.

A thousand curses on her head.

SENTREL

Where is the witch?

WAGEN

She is with her handmaidens.

Bring her here.

SENTREL

I will my lord.

SENTREL gestures to SOLDIER to get FRANSHED.  

WAGEN pours himself some wine.  He begins to realize the implications of what has happened.

WAGEN

(WITH GREAT BITTERNESS)

Oh amorous night of lust

You make me pay too dear a price

This woman’s charms have blinded

My sight

A dark foreboding fills my head

And hatred fills my heart

I wish I never saw this woman

Sentrel, you were right from the start.

WAGEN goes to SENTREL and embraces him.  WAGEN begins to cry.

WAGEN

Oh honest Sentrel I am

Cursed.  She held me in her arms.

Her lips were mine.  She gave

Herself to me--what

Powerful treachery.

Enter FRANSHED with a guard.  She is unaware that WAGEN has caught on to the switch.

SENTREL

(SARCASTICALLY)

Here is your Queen my lord.

FRANSHED

Most noble lord what troubles

You that you send for me in haste?

WAGEN, who was about to drink,  instead casts the goblet away.

WAGEN

You are the bitter wine that

I taste.

FRANSHED immediately realizes that WAGEN has caught on to her scheme.  Nevertheless, she remains strong.

FRANSHED

Explain yourself my lord.

WAGEN

(SCREAMING AT HER)

You are a temptress from hell.

You have stolen Sentrel’s magic

Sword and you will not live

To tell.

FRANSHED makes to leave.  SOLDIERS stop her.

WAGEN

You will pay for this treachery

With your life

I am still a man and you are

No longer my wife.

WAGEN goes to her and pushes her to the ground.

FRANSHED stretches out her arm, gesturing to wedding ring on her finger.

FRANSHED

My lord you do me wrong

To say these things I am your

Wife.  Here is your ring.

WAGEN

Traitoress!

SENTREL

Seductress of kings.

WAGEN

Take this wretched woman to the

Dungeons where she belongs

Love makes you weak--hatred

Makes you strong.

GUARDS lead FRANSHED to the door.  She is very strong and the guards have difficulty controlling her.  She bites and kicks them, her clothes are torn as she struggles.

Enter SOLDIER.  We hear “SONG OF THE UNDEAD“ faintly in the background.
SOLDIER

Most mighty Wagen,

A huge army is at the gates of Valusia.

WAGEN

Army?  Here?

SOLDIER

Yes, my liege.

FRANSHED laughs.

SENTREL

How many men?

SOLDIER

Thousands, my lord.

Thousands of men and women.

WAGEN

And women?

SOLDIER

Yes, my lord.

And they are all...

The SOLDIER hesitates.

SENTREL

Go on.

SOLDIER

The men and women are all...

Naked.

WAGEN

Naked?

WAGEN 

(LAUGHING)

What kind of an army is this?

SENTREL

A very fit army.

SENTREL goes to WINDOW with WAGEN.  WAGEN and SENTREL look out the window.  They have two big, primitive TELESCOPES that they use to view the scene.
Hundreds of SOLDIERS – men and women – are now preparing for battle.  It is nighttime, and it looks like thousands of fireflies in the darkness.  The SOLDIERS carry candles and torches.
WAGEN

Nyborgs!  Hundreds of them!

Look, and Arroyus! So far North!

And Brusals!  What kind of man

Could gather such an army

And where are they all from?

FRANSHED

(LAUGHING)

They are from the Valley of Fire and Ice.

They are the Undead, Wagen.

They are the ones you left to die.

SENTREL

What man could assemble

Such an army?

WAGEN backs away from the WINDOW.

FRANSHED

A man far greater than you will ever be.

A man who I love and he loves me.

SENTREL

Dignat.  

CUT TO: Insert of DIGNAT’S ARMY, beating swords on their shields.

CUT TO: SENTREL continues his speech:
SENTREL (cont.)
You fool, Wagen.

I told you to kill him.

WAGEN

But we sent him away a year ago -

Two years ago - to the Valley of Ice and Fire.

FRANSHED

Yes.  And my handmaidens found him.

They nourished him.

(LICKING HER LIPS)

They loved him and brought him

Back to life.  Do you think

I was a fool that I would let you

Kill the man who I love?

Every kiss you gave me, Wagen, 

I imagined it was from him.

Every time you held me in your arms

I imagined it was Dignat’s embrace.

Every time we made love, I made love

With him and not you.

WAGEN

Ah, shut up, you cheating bitch.

WAGEN slaps her face.

SENTREL

We have no time for this.  

We must prepare outselves for attack.

FRANSHED

Attack!  Ha!  

You have no chance.

Dignat has the sword of strength now

And you are fighting the ghosts 

Of the dead.  You cannot kill

The living dead!  Ha!

CUT TO:

39
OUTSIDE WAGEN’S CASTLE
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DIGNAT’S ARMY sings “SONG OF THE UNDEAD“.

DIGNAT

(GIVING AN ORDER)

Ice cannons to the North and South flanks!

SOLDIER

Ice cannons to the North and South flanks!

HERACKLES looks on with excitement and pride.

Cut to a shot of an ICE CANNON being adjusted.  The ICE CANNON is a huge kind of catapult designed to hurl daggers of razor-sharp ice.  The SOLDIERS load the bucket with ice and tighten the ropes to prepare it for firing.
DIGNAT

Fire throwers, center flank twenty degrees East!

SOLDIER 

Fire throwers, center flank twenty degrees East!

Cut to shot of FIRE THROWERS being adjusted.  It is similar to the ICE FIGHTER, except it is designed to hurl burning embers of coal.
The SOLDIERS pour burning embers into the bucket in a shower of sparks.
CUT TO: 
40
WAGEN’S CASTLE DUNGEONS
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SENTREL and WAGEN stand across the room from FRANSHED, who is bound in chains.  One of WAGEN’S GENERALS enters.

GENERAL

It is dawn my lord and yonder grows

Dignat’s armies who approach our castle

Keep.  We are prepared for this

Intrusion and will fight.

In background, we hear the sound of DRUMS of battle.

WAGEN

Prepare the battlements

Every man to his place we will rid

This kingdom of Dignat’s dispicable race.

FRANSHED

He is not alone no more who comes

To take what is his.  Your time has

Passed and I will live to look upon

His face.

WAGEN

Never!  Never will you see Dignat

Again.

SOUND of HORNS - ARMIES APPROACHING.

WAGEN (cont.)

You tried to destroy us but you will

Not win.  The power of the sword

Is with me, not him.

FRANSHED

Your power is dead and Dignat’s

Love grows in our hearts

WAGEN

Then you must die before this

Battle starts

WAGEN draws his sword to kill FRANSHED.  He feels no love for his wife anymore--he is mad with anger that he was taken in by her.  SENTREL grabs his arm, stopping him.

SENTREL

My lord--Hold!  Your hour has not yet 

Come.  I have an idea that will

Make these advancing armies run.

WAGEN still holds the sword menacingly to FRANSHED’S neck.  FRANSHED looks on with cold hatred in her eyes.

WAGEN

Speak and make it good.

SENTREL

(CONSPIRATORIALLY)

Send word to Dignat’s armies that

This treacherous Queen will die

If he attacks our kingdom.  Do not

Act in haste--she is still valuable

To us.

WAGEN

(A WICKED GRIN SPREADING OVER HIS FACE)

Sentrel you clear my mind.  The idea

Is right.  This Queen’s heart will

Save our lives.

WAGEN releases the sword tip from FRANSHED’S neck.  We see BLOOD on her neck.

FRANSHED

Never, never will he stop.  He is

Here now and will not believe your

Lies.

SENTREL

(PLEASED WITH HIMSELF)

Make haste you slow king.

Send a message to this lovesick boy

The message in these words will

Him destroy.

FRANSHED

No.  No.  Do not do this to him.

WAGEN crosses to a table and picks up a wax block writing-tablet.  He etches the words, then stamps his huge seal ring into the wax.  He tears the papyrus from the tablet.  He waves the message in FRANSHED’S face, then gives it to SENTREL.

WAGEN

(TO SENTREL)

The message.  Deliver it now.

CUT TO:  
41
DIGNAT’S CAMP, DAWN
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DIGNAT’S ARMIES at the battlements.  It is DAWN now, the grey shortly before sunrise.  In the morning light we can see that DIGNAT has amassed an army of thousands of men and women who are preparing for an attack on WAGEN’S CASTLE.  The banners wave and we hear the drums of war.  DIGNAT is surrounded by his GENERALS and COUNSEL.

GENERAL

Strike my lord.  Now is the time

Cut down this evil king in his

Prime.

Sound of HORNS.

DIGNAT

What is this I hear?

SOLDIER

A messenger from King Wagen’s

Army brings news for you.

A messenger, FERRETT, enters.

FERRETT
(DELIVERING WAGEN’S SEAL)

Your most gracious lord,  my master

Has this to say.

Queen Franshed is held captive

Deep within his walls and he will

Kill the fair lady if you storm

The castle.  King Wagen tells me

That you must retreat and hand

Back the sword.

GENERAL

Do not listen to these evil words

King Wagen is no man to trust.  March,

My lord!

DIGNAT

Wait. Let me think.

GENERAL

(IMPATIENTLY)

There is no time to think my

Lord.  Strike.  Attack now.

DIGNAT

Hold, hold.  This messenger brings

News that I must decide.  I want

Queen Franshed for my bride.

HERACKLES

Give him time to think.

DIGNAT turns away from his generals.  We see the conflict in his face.

DIGNAT (VOICE-OVER)

Oh cursed day that holds

Me in its power.  That this woman’s

Love has proved greater than any

Blow against me.
DIGNAT (cont.)
(CALLING OUT)

Messenger!  Give this news to

King Wagen.  That my heart rules

My head,  I will retreat rather

Than have Queen Franshed

Dead.

GENERAL

No my lord it is a trick!

Go forth with love and fight

DIGNAT

I have come this far to avenge

The unkind death of my father

I will not let one drop of blood

Be shed-- the future lives of

All of us are on my head

(TO MESSENGER)

The message to your king depart

 (TO HIS MEN) 

We will withdraw with

Sadness in our hearts.

CUT TO:

42
WAGEN’S DUNGEON  
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FRANSHED is still bound.  She has been beaten and tortured.  Her clothes are torn, there is blood on her face.  Her MAID attends her.  She gives FRANSHED water to drink and puts a compress on her wounds. 

FRANSHED

My time has passed--my heart is

Heavy with this day.  Take a message

To my beloved and tell him that

He must fight this wicked man

Who usurps his crown.

(WITH GREAT SADNESS)

Gentle maid find me a potion to

Put an end to my days.

MAID

No my lady!

FRANSHED

Yes.  Better that my life be ended now

In peace knowing Dignat’s

Strength is true.  His men are

Armed--

(SPEAKING SLOWLY)

Give him this message

I trust in you.

The MAID embraces FRANSHED, then goes out.

FRANSHED’S BATTLE CALL: FRANSHED cries out like a Valkrye, a piercing, undulating shriek that cuts through the air for miles.
CUT TO: 
43
A DESERT PLAIN
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A solitary WARRIOR WOMAN squats beside a campfire, cooking.   FRANSHED’S BATTLE CALL echoes from the distance.  The WARRIOR WOMAN removes the pot from the fire and sets it on the ground.  She walks over to a cage of BIRDS and, removing one of the birds, she attaches a RED RIBBON to its foot before releasing the bird, who flies away.  

She then stands, running to a pillar of rocks.  She climbs the rocks and holds her hands to her mouth, copying the cry and shrieking out to the distance.

CUT TO: 
44
A WOODED VALLEY
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Another WOMAN is working to shoe her horse when she hears the echo of the cry.  Dropping her tools, she runs to a tree across the glade.  She scrambles up to a high branch and stands leaning against the trees’ trunk.  She holds her hands to her mouth and repeats the battle call again.

CUT TO: 
45
FARM HAYSTACK
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A TEENAGE GIRL makes love with a strong Nordic BOY in the shadow of a large haystack.  Hearing the echo of the distant cry, she pushes the BOY away and jumps up.  Naked, she rushes to the crest of the hill and stands, hands cupped around her mouth, to repeat the cry.
CUT TO: 
46
DIGNAT’S CAMP
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There is sadness over the army.  DIGNAT kneels in prayer, seeking guidance.  The GENERALS and SOLDIERS stand respectfully around him.

DIGNAT

Oh unjust god that made me who

I am.  Why did you place me here

With your trust?  My men, who are

Willing to sacrifice their lives

To right a noble course--why

Do you torture me so?  Let

Queen Franshed go!
The ECHO of the BATTLE CALL rings through the air.  It has travelled across the neighboring lands, from one state to the next, summoning FRANSHED’S ALLIES from all the surrounding states.  The BATTLE CRY has now reached DIGNAT’S ARMY, telling them of the approaching support.

47
INSERT - CLOSE UP OF PATRIA
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As the cry echoes across the camp, we see PATRIA lifting a battle helmet and fastening it on her head.  She sheaths her SWORD to prepare for battle.

48
DIGNAT’S CAMP
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HERAKLES talks with DIGNAT, who still kneels in prayer.

HERACKLES

My lord we are with you in this

Sad moment--we know

This good lady’s heart has won

Your head.  If we must retreat

We do so with dignity and

You are still our King no matter

What has been said.

DIGNAT

A heavy honour you do bestow

Decisions such as this are hard to

Make.  Queen Franshed’s love

Burns in my heart and you

Most noble Herackles 

Must stand beside

Me now in peace.

HERACKLES kneels beside DIGNAT.  They pray together as if in a miraculous vision, FRANSHED’S MAID enters.

MAID

My true and noble lord a

Message from my Queen I do

Impart.  Queen Franshed has

Ordered you to attack.  

(HYSTERICALLY)

She has taken a most delirious

Potion that will end her life

Have no more fear--to strike

Is right.

DIGNAT

What?  What news is this?  Queen

Franshed to take her life?

Never.  Herackles call the men to

Arms—
DIGNAT
(MANIACALLY)

We will fight.

HERACKLES
(To arms!  To arms!   In the name

Of love.  King Dignat’s honour

And Queen Franshed’s life to

Save!

DIGNAT
(SCREAMING HYSTERICALLY)
Let everyman stand

Beside me now I save our Queen

Or go to my grave!

CHORUS

To war - to fight - Long live King

Dignat’s love.  Long live Queen

Franshed.

CUT TO:  
49
WAGEN’S DUNGEONS  
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FRANSHED is still bound, with her MAID beside her.  FRANSHED sings:
FRANSHED 

(SINGING)

Our time has come my love.

When parting is the only way

That we can be together in

A happier day.

With this potion I do end my days

With honour and dignity

(SHE MOTIONS FOR THE MAID TO GIVE HER POTION)

To you King Dignat.

My one and only love

FRANSHED’S MAID holds the POTION to FRANSHED’S lips, and FRANSHED drinks.

Enter SENTREL and WAGEN.

WAGEN

Now King Dignat’s armies back away

In retreat, his armies will

Carry a bitter conscience

WAGEN (cont.)
On their head.  Sentrel we have

Won!   Queen Franshed’s love for

This wretched man will rid

Us of this dead king’s son.

Sound of HORNS.

CUT TO:

50
OUTSIDE WAGEN’S CASTLE
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Dignat’s armies advancing and attacking Wagen’s castle.  This is a spectacular battle scene.

CUT TO:

51 WAGEN’S DUNGEON 









   51 
SENTREL crosses to WINDOW, peers outside.

SENTREL

Dignat advances

The magic sword is in his hand.

WAGEN looks out the WINDOW.

CUT TO:

52
OUTSIDE WAGEN’S CASTLE 
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DIGNAT on horseback.

DIGNAT

Fire, ice cannons!

The ICE CANNONS fire thousands of shards of razor-sharp ICE into the CASTLE.  The SHARDS smash against the castle WALLS and rip into the bodies of WAGEN’S SOLDIERS.

CUT TO:

53
BATTLEMENTS, WAGEN’S CASTLE
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WAGEN and SENTREL stand surveying the chaos.
WAGEN

What’s going on? 

What are they using for weapons?

SENTREL

Fire and ice.

The very forces we thought 

Would destroy them.

CUT TO:

54
BATTLEFIELD - DIGNAT ON HORSE







   54
DIGNAT

Fire, flame throwers!

Two huge FLAME THROWING MACHINES hurl hundreds of shafts of FLAME into the castle.   DIGNAT’S MEN cheer.

DIGNAT 

(TO HERACKLES)

The walls on the southwest side

Are structurally weak.

Use grappling hooks and tear them down.

HERACKLES

Yes, sire.

DIGNAT

I’m going to get the drawbridge open.

HERACKLES

No, sire, it is still 

Too dangerous to approach.

DIGNAT

Keep me covered and tell

The Nyborg archers to cover me.

HERACKLES

Yes, sire.

DIGNAT rides his HORSE to the MOAT and then JUMPS off the horse and into the moat.  He SWIMS across to the castle and begins to climb up the wall.  All around him are FLAMING ARROWS and ICE.

CUT TO:

55
BATTLEFIELD – HERACKLES








   55
HERACKLES

Nyborg archers cover Dignat!

A phalanx of NYBORG ARCHERS take shooting stance to protect DIGNAT.  DIGNAT climbs up the CASTLE WALL and swings onto the housing that controls the DRAWBRIDGE. 

DIGNAT climbs the housing.  One of WAGEN’S ARCHERS spies him and immediately takes aim.  A NYBORG ARCHER spots WAGEN’S ARCHER and shoots him first.  The ARCHER tumbles into the moat.

DIGNAT releases the catch which holds up the drawbridge by smashing it with WAGEN’S SWORD.  The ROPE gives way, and the DRAWBRIDGE comes crashing down.

DIGNAT stands on the housing of the DRAWBRIDGE.  DIGNAT’S MEN cheer.

DIGNAT

(SMILING)

We’re in, men.

Every man for himself.

FRANSHED’S WARRIORS, who have positioned themselves at the front of the moat, shout up to DIGNAT:

PATRIA

Let us lead the way, King Dignat.

We are Franshed’s warriors.

DIGNAT

Ladies first.

Franshed’s warriors first.

FRANSHED’S WARRIORS come thundering along the DRAWBRIDGE on their HORSES like Valkries, shrieking the BATTLE CALL.

CUT TO:

56
DUNGEON – FRANSHED









   56
FRANSHED responds to her WARRIOR’S BATTLE CALL.

FRANSHED

Ieoh! Ieoh!

CUT TO:
57
CASTLE ENTRANCE – FRANSHED’S WARRIORS
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FRANSHED’S WARRIORS, who charge into the CASTLE, striking down everyone in sight.

CUT TO:

58
OUTSIDE CASTLE - HERACKLES ON HORSE
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HERACKLES

And whoever said that war 

Was a man’s business?

HERACKLES lets out a terrific SCREAM and charges across the DRAWBRIDGE, followed by his ICE AND FIRE WARRIORS.

CUT TO:

59
BATTLEMENTS - WAGEN AND SENTREL 
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WAGEN

Sentrel, they’re in!

They’re inside the castle!

SENTREL

Let’s get to Franshed before they do.

SENTREL and WAGEN run down steps from the battlements, dodging through the fighting.

CUT TO:  
60
DRAWBRIDGE TOWER – DIGNAT
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DIGNAT spots WAGEN and SENTREL from the tower where he is perched.

DIGNAT

So there you are, my fine feathered friends!

DIGNAT scales down a rope and SWINGS across to another battlement.  He charges after WAGEN and SENTREL.

CUT TO:

61
HERACKLES, CASTLE EXTERIOR







   61

HERACKLES smashing his way into Wagen’s Castle, WAGEN’S WARRIORS falling under every blow.

CUT TO:

62
BATTLEFIELD – FRANSHED’S WARRIORS






   62

FRANSHED’S WARRIORS, who fight now on foot.  WAGEN’S MEN are clearly no match for them.

CUT TO:

63
DUNGEON - FRANSHED IN CHAINS







   63
FRANSHED hears the cries of her WARRIORS.

FRANSHED

Ioah! Ioah!

CUT TO:

64
CASTLE INTERIOR – CORRIDOR







   64
WAGEN and SENTREL run along a corridor in the interior of the CASTLE.  They are met by one of WAGEN’S GENERALS.

WAGEN’S GENERAL

Sire, we need combat orders from you!

These Fire and Ice People, they are

Invincible.  Our men are leaving us.

WAGEN

Rally them up, General.

We go to get Franshed and use her

To our advantage.

WAGEN’S GENERAL rushes outside.

WAGEN

Our only hope is to get to Franshed first.

SENTREL

Our only hope is to survive!

CUT TO:

65
INSIDE CASTLE - DIGNAT AND HERACKLES





   65
DIGNAT

Which way are the dungeons?

Franshed must be there.

HERACKLES

I don’t know.

One of WAGEN’S SOLDIERS lies wounded on the ground.  DIGNAT grabs him and points his SWORD to the soldier’s THROAT.

DIGNAT

Where are the dungeons?

Or so help me god, I’ll slit your throat.

WAGEN’S SOLDIER points in the direction.  DIGNAT and HERACKLES rush to the entrance.  WAGEN’S GENERAL stands at the entrance to block their way.

WAGEN’S GENERAL

You’ll not get past me.

HERACKLES

Leave this guy to me, Dignat.

HERACKLES charges WAGEN’S GENERAL, and they fight it out in the main room of the castle.  

DIGNAT runs downstairs into the DUNGEONS.  He goes from CELL to CELL, but cannot see FRANSHED.

The PRISONERS shout, “Save me!“ - “Free Me!“, thrusting their arms out to DIGNAT through the prison bars.
CUT TO:

66
DUNGEON - WAGEN AND SENTREL







   66
WAGEN and SENTREL are now inside the DUNGEON with FRANSHED.  

FRANSHED is delirious from the poison.  Her handmaiden stands beside her.

HANDMAIDEN

You stay away from her, you monsters.

CUT TO:

67
OTHER SIDE OF DUNGEON DOOR – DIGNAT





  67
DIGNAT listens from the other side of the DUNGEON DOOR.  When he recognize’s WAGEN’S voice, he bangs on the door.

CUT TO:

68
DUNGEON INTERIOR









  68
HANDMAIDEN

You’re finished, both of you!

Long live Queen Franshed.

WAGEN plunges his SWORD into the HANDMAIDEN’S STOMACH, and she SCREAMS in agony.
CUT TO:

69
OTHER SIDE OF DUNGEON DOOR – DIGNAT AND MEN




   69
DIGNAT and HERAKLES direct their MEN to pick up a long TABLE which stands in the center of the torture chamber.  Carrying it like a BATTERING RAM, they rush towards the door of FRANSHED’S CELL, hitting it with a collossal crash.
CUT TO:

70
INSIDE FRANSHED’S CELL








   70
We hear the sound of a BATTERING RAM hitting the DOOR from the other side.
The HINGES OF DOOR quiver and shake.

WAGEN

Your love seduced this

Great man’s heart and now I’ll

Put an end to yours 

WAGEN grabs the BOTTLE OF POISON which is tucked into the bodice of FRANSHED’S DRESS.

WAGEN (cont.)

What--Poison you thought to

Take?  Foolish woman it is too

Late.

WAGEN casts the bottle to the ground.  He raises his sword above FRANSHED as to kill her.  Suddenly the dungeon DOOR crashes open and DIGNAT bursts in.

DIGNAT

(SCREAMING)

Most evil king I have come

To take my rightful place

The sword I hold in my hand

Will end your unjust rule.

DIGNAT is now all powerful and at the height of  his command.   He charges towards WAGEN like a mad bull thrashing in every direction.  WAGEN is terrified, knowing that he cannot stand up to DIGNAT, but he draws his sword and defends himself as best he can.  The two men fight.  It is a fight to the death.  Both men snarl and scream at each other.  They fight with swords and bare hands, rolling on the ground, smashing each other.  DIGNAT hurls WAGEN across the ground, smashing him.  He picks up the magic sword, charges towards WAGEN, sheiking.  With a tremendous slash, he cuts off  WAGEN’S head, delirously, like a samarai warrior.  WAGEN staggers to his feet and falls down, dead!

SENTREL

No.  No.  I must away--to take 

Revenge another day.

SENTREL runs to a corner of the dungeon and presses on the wall.  It is an escapeway.  A door swings open and he disappears.

DIGNAT

 (TO HIS MEN who have followed him into the dungeon)

After that sorcerer who

Created this evil sword!

The SOLDIERS all charge after SENTREL.

DIGNAT cuts the chains that bind Queen FRANSHED and throws the SWORD to the ground.  FRANSHED collapses.

DIGNAT

(EXHAUSTED, TAKING FRANSHED IN HIS ARMS)

I have come, my love--I have

Come for you.
FRANSHED

Dignat my love.
DIGNAT

Franshed my Queen.
DIGNAT holds FRANSHED in his arms, and then he realizes she is DYING.

DIGNAT

Oh no!  Oh no!

Franshed, please don’t die.

DIGNAT’S TEARS fall on FRANSHED’S FACE.  

HERACKLES and his MEN back away.  DIGNAT holds FRANSHED in his arms.
CUT TO:

70
FRANSHED’S DEATHBED









   70
VOICE-OVER

They tried for days to save Franshed

Everything the Fire and Ice People knew.

Dignat waited patiently and prayed.

We see a REPEAT of the scene when DIGNAT was being revived after his ordeal in the Valley of Fire and Ice.  DIGNAT is sitting, meditating.  One by one, the DOCTORS leave.

DOCTOR

(TO DIGNAT)

I am sorry.  There is nothing else

We can do.

DIGNAT goes over to FRANSHED’S BODY.

DIGNAT

So my Lady, I stand her now

A broken man.

That I have withstood fire and ice

And battles and all manner of oppression

To be with you.

And you lie there, still so beautiful

As you sleep.

Well what was the point of it all, then?

All that unneccessary pain and suffering

Bash, Wagen, Bash, Sentrel

The mighty Dignat conquers all.

But for what?

So that I can sit on a throne in Valusia

And be toasted in goblets of gold?

No, it was so that I, Dignat,

Poet, singer, and musician

Could hold your hand.

Well now I know there is no god

There is no god.

Why take Franshed away from me

Who is everything I have ever wanted -

(KISSING FRANSHED)

Beautiful Franshed, kind Franshed -

And leave me to grow old alone?

To shrivel up and die

Heartbroken.

I hate you god!

I want to tear you from the skies

And from my breast 

And hurl you into the void.

(SEEING DAGGER)

But I can’t, because I too

Am only a man.

(SNATCHING DAGGER)

But this friend can now assist me

Cool blade, sharp and soothing to me now

(LOOKING AT FRANSHED)

Goodbye, my love.

If I cannot be with you in life

Then I will surely be with you in death.

Placing DAGGER against his heart, he holds FRANSHED.  Cue MUSIC.

FLASHBACK to YOUNG GIRL in the FIRE AND ICE TRIBUNAL who gave DIGNAT her cloak.

DIGNAT stops, breathes, and THROWS the DAGGER against the door.

CUT TO:

71
HERACKLES’ HOUSE – VALUSIA







   71
We see HERACKLES in the garden of his home with PATRIA and some other MEN and WOMEN.  A DOCTOR arrives and goes over to HERACKLES.  The two go INSIDE the house.

HERACKLES HOUSE - INTERIOR

DOCTOR

My lord, I fear he is mad.

He has lost all reason and accepts

No nourishment or succor.

He rants and raves about Franshed 

As if he is a man possessed by a spirit

Beyond my comprehension.  

HERACKLES

(LOOKING AT HIS SWORD AND SCABBARD HANGING ON THE WALL)

Take me to him.

CUT TO:

72
CELL DOOR OPENING









   72
DIGNAT is chained to a WALL and has a GAG in his mouth.  He looks insane.  

HERACKLES

Unchain him.

SOLDIER

Are you sure, sire?

He is like a wild animal.

HERACKLES

Unchain him, I say.

And get out.  Get out.

GUARD unchains DIGNAT.  DIGNAT stares at HERACKLES.

HERACKLES

So here we are, Dignat.

Just you and me.

And these walls around us.

The people of Valusia dance

And sing in the streets.

You taught them, Dignat -

You taught them all how to

Dance and sing.

And do you remember when you sang 

That song to Patria for me

And taught me how to...love?

Well, soldier...

HERACKLES takes out his SWORD.

HERACKLES (cont.)

There is a time to fight

And a time to love.

It’s either you or I now, soldier.

Come on, Dignat, stand to attention.

Let me see what kind of a man

I have here.

HERACKLES lays SWORD on table.  DIGNAT stares coldly at HERACKLES, then slowly raises himself to a standing position.  From deep within his soul, he starts a sound like a HUM that builds into a wild, mad cry of PAIN and rushes at HERACKLES.

HERACKLES grapples with DIGNAT, knowing full well that DIGNAT is weak.  

HERACKLES

Forgive me, Dignat.

HERACKLES smashes DIGNAT in the face, and DIGNAT falls down. 

CUT TO:

73
SIX MONTHS LATER









   73
HERACKLES and PATRIA visit DIGNAT at his HOUSE on the hillside.  They bring their newborn DAUGHTER with them.  DIGNAT has now made some sort of recovery, although his face bears the scars of his life experience.  
PATRIA

It is a girl, Dignat.

A beautiful little girl.

We wanted to ask you - 

PATRIA (cont.)

Would you mind -

Would you give us your blessing -

If we called her Franshed?

HERACKLES

And when she is older,

Will you teach her to dance and sing?

I am a man of war

Who must now live in a 

World of peace.

You are a man of peace

And this is your time now.

Love her, Dignat,

The way you would live Franshed

If she was with you now.

Dignat, because of you

Thousands of people who were 

Cast out to die in the Valley of Fire and Ice

Now live here in peace and harmony.

Whole generations of families 

Owe their good fortunes -

And indeed, their very lives - to you

And your love for Franshed.

DIGNAT

Thank you, Herackles.

I learnt a lot through the experience, too.

HERACKLES

Dignat, I know you only did it all

For Franshed.  And I’m sorry

She is not with you.

But I want to tell you that

I love you Dignat as if you were

My own son.

DIGNAT

And I love you, Herackles

As if you were my father.

REACTION FROM PATRIA - MOVED.

HERACKLES and DIGNAT embrace.  HERACKLES and PATRIA exit with CHILD.  

DIGNAT walks into GARDEN and sits beside a TREE.  He picks up a LUTE that lays there and plucks the beginning chords to “FRANSHED’S SONG.”

CROSS FADE TO:

74
ARENA BACKSTAGE – PRESENT DAY







   74

A CLOSE-UP of the STRINGS of JOHNNY’s GUITAR.  The camera pulls out to see JOHNNY, sitting in a backstage DRESSING ROOM atop a road case, exactly the same pose as DIGNAT.  He plucks the beginning chords to “FRANSHED’S SONG.”
75
DRESSING ROOM #2









   75
From the other room, DAVID hears JOHNNY playing “FRANSHED’S SONG.”  DAVID listens for a moment, appreciating the melody.  Moving into the room where JOHNNY sits, DAVID motions that he likes the song that JOHNNY is playing.  Both sheepish after their earlier fight, they smile at each other, friends again.
Enter SERGEI, carrying his DRUMSTICKS.  He motions that it is time for them to go onstage.  DAVID leads, microphone in hand, followed by JOHNNY carrying his GUITAR and SERGEI with his DRUMSTICKS.
76
DRESSING ROOM #3









   76
GINGER sits at a table, writing intently in a small notebook.  We see that she is clearly in a different world.  She does not look up as first DAVID then JOHNNY passes her.  Finally SERGEI stops, shaking her on the shoulder.  She looks up, dazed, then jumps up and grabs her bass.

CUT TO: A CLOSE-UP of her NOTEBOOK.  The BROACH of the SWORD sits atop the page, obscuring most of the page.  We can read the last few words: “He picks up a LUTE that lays there and plucks the beginning chords.“
77
BACKSTAGE CORRIDOR









   77
In the corridor, J.P. stands chatting with a pretty GROUPIE GIRL.  DAVID calls out to him, and J.P. joins DAVID and JOHNNY as they walk towards the stage area.  SERGEI follows, with GINGER coming last as they move towards the double doors at the end of the corridor.
78
BACKSTAGE DOUBLE DOORS








   78
We see two SECURITY GUARDS on each side of the door.  As GINGER walks past, she stops, recognizing **** and ****.  The camera stops on CLOSE-UPS of each of their faces.  GINGER shakes her head, then runs after the other members of OGGI.

79
BAND ENTERS










   79
We see OGGI, now wearing the costumes they wore in the story, holding their instruments.  They bow, and the camera stops with the band in freeze-frame.

ROLL CREDITS.
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